
FROM 
STONEWALL 
TO HAMILTON
ON June 15th, 2019 in Hamilton, 

Ontario, Pride was attacked 
by a group of far-right homophobes, 
christian fundamentalists, neo-nazis, 
and queer bashers. They arrived with 
massive homophobic signs and ban-
ners, and immediately began to scream 
insults and slurs. They aggressively 
harassed individuals, made jokes about 
rape, and threatened physical violence. 
Things quickly escalated as the bigots 
violently confronted people who were 
holding a fabric barrier in an attempt to 
block them from disrupting Pride. Ini-
tiated by the far-right activists a brawl 
broke out – queers who refused to allow 
their presence to go unchallenged were 
attacked, but fought back. Several 
friends were injured and required med-
ical attention. After being kicked out 

of Pride, this same group chased and 
assaulted queer youth in the neighbour-
hood, and then went on to attack peo-
ple at Toronto Pride the following week.

Since these events, Hamilton Police 
have focused exclusively on going after 
the queers who defended themselves 
and their community. Over the course of 
the last week, police have been target-
ing and harassing known queer anar-
chists in the city. Our dear friend Cedar 
(who wasn’t even present at the event!) 
was arrested on Saturday, and sits in 
jail on hunger strike as you read this. 
On Monday, another queer was arrest-
ed—they were released from the station 
and are facing two criminal charges. We 
have confirmation that another arrest is 
forth-coming, and that even more are a 
possibility.

This targeting of queer anarchists 
shows that while much has changed 
since Stonewall, the role of the police 
and the nature of the State to uphold 
and defend settler colonialism and 
patriarchy, is quite the same. The State 
still views queerness as a threat to the 
social order of everyday life. Despite 
attempts by police departments across 
the world to intergrate themselves into 
Pride celebrations 50 years after the 
anti-police riots on Christopher Street, 
the need to drive police out of our lives 
is more clear than ever before.

COPS OUT OF PRIDE - COPS OUT OF OUR LIVES
FREE CEDAR - FOREVER FUCK THE PIGS
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