
“On the evening of Saturday, November 
19, chainsaw-wielding militants took 

action to close down the Atlanta Police 
Department’s shooting range inside the 
Weelaunee Forest, where APD trains 
weekly to kill and maim the people of 
Atlanta. A few small trees were selectively 
felled in order to block the access road to 
the shooting range. One of the felled trees 
hit a power line which provides electricity 
to the shooting range, leading to a power 
surge which blew a transformer and dis-
abled the cameras, which were then de-
stroyed with fire and hammers. The power 
line only services the shooting range. No 
residential areas were impacted by the 
outage. [...]

Since the closing of the shooting range, 
the Weelaunee forest has not been quiet 

– even the cold November woods are full 
of life and noise – but it has been more 
peaceful without the police filling it with 
the sounds of war. We hope that all the 
residents of the forest and the surround-
ing neighborhood can relax better in the 
relative silence, but we must be clear that 
we didn’t do this for their sake.

We took this action for the dead – for 
Rayshard Brooks and every person killed 
by the Atlanta Police, for every murdered 
revolutionary, for the Muskogee who were 
forced from this land, for every enslaved 
person who lived and died on the plan-
tation here, for every prisoner killed by 
guards at the old prison farm and buried 
in unmarked graves in the forest. This 
forest is theirs and we will not allow the 
police to desecrate it with their presence.”




